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Will it Be Happy Holidays or a Financial Disaster? 

 

Tis the season where a lot of people are feeling quite charitable.  In fact scammers and 

fraudsters are counting on it.  Last month I was one of many people who was contacted 

by telephone regarding taxes owing to CRA.  I know I am current with my taxes 

regardless of what anyone on the telephone might tell me.  Luckily I did not fall prey to 

this scam.  Unfortunately the call made to me was a recording so I could not give these 

people a piece of my mind. Other people have received calls with a live person on the 

other end. Some of these people were not so lucky and fell prey to the fraudster.  The 

police indicated there were at least 40 residents in York Region who fell for this scam 

by paying what they thought was their overdue taxes by using virtual currency known as 

Bitcoin.  Bitcoin is unregulated and untraceable so it makes it difficult for the police to 

track.  If in doubt take the request using much published telephone numbers for CRA 

and call to ask whether there are outstanding taxes. The scammers are well trained to 

be intimidating.  If you use an accountant, call your accountant to confirm your taxes. 

 

Now that the holidays are around the corner there may be many fraudsters wearing 

many different hats such as people claiming to collect for charities and counting on the 

holiday spirit in you.  Make sure you check out the charity or stick with reputable charities 

such as The Salvation Army.   

 

There are even scammers with the sophistication such as hacking a family member’s 

telephone number pretending your loved one is kidnapped.  Some fraudsters will use 

the telephone and some might send you official looking emails.  Always check directly 

with the source such as your bank, CRA, family member, etc. before making any 

unexpected payments.  Keep diligent and informed about any new scams and pass the 

word around.  Keep your information private so hopefully you will not become the next 

statistic this holiday season.  

 

Happy and Financially Healthy Holidays to you and your family. 
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‘Saving Today for a Richer Tomorrow’™  

  

WANT TO USE THIS ARTICLE IN YOUR WEB SITE?  

You can, as long as you include this complete statement with it: Linda J. Levesque, Senior Investment  

Advisor and Director, Private Client Group of HollisWealth is an author of The 5 Minute Wealth Plan, 

Saving Today for a Richer Tomorrow, in The Road to Success with Jack Canfield and in The Authorities, 

Powerful Wisdom from Leaders in the Field.  If you're ready to jump-start your life, have more fun and 

joy in all that you do, get a FREE consultation from Linda J. Levesque   

  

This information has been prepared by Linda J. Levesque who is a Sr. Investment Advisor for HollisWealth® and does not 

necessarily reflect the opinion of HollisWealth. HollisWealth® is a division of Industrial Alliance Securities Inc., a member of the 

Canadian Investor Protection Fund and the Investment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada. The information contained in 
this newsletter comes from sources we believe reliable, but we cannot guarantee its accuracy or reliability. The opinions expressed 

are based on an analysis and interpretation dating from the date of publication and are subject to change without notice. 

Furthermore, they do not constitute an offer or solicitation to buy or sell any of the securities mentioned. The information contained 

herein may not apply to all types of investors. The Investment Advisor can open accounts only in the provinces in which they are 

registered. For more information about HollisWealth, please consult the official website at www.holliswealth.com.  

Insurance products provided through Hollis Insurance Inc.  Levesque Wealth Planning is a personal trade name of Linda J. 

Levesque. 

 

 
  

 

 


